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The National Tattoo Association 
Convention. It’s where tattooing’s 
elite meet. Once a year, either on the 
East Coast or in the West the clan 
gathers. Artists and collectors travel 
from the earth’s far corners to see 
what’s been happening with their 
peers. And there’s always something 
interesting, innovative, amazing to 
see. This time around, the convention 
itself—at L.A.’s Marriott Airport 
Hotel—was just the first stop on an 
itinerary that began with the popularl 
opening-day party and ended with a 
cruise to Mexico. 

The party, hosted by Flo and Don 
on Thursday evening, provided a 
complementary backdrop for old 
friends (tattooers and the tattooed) to 
exchange ideas, to catch up on a 
year’s worth of gossip, and to show 
new inkwork they’d either given or 
received. It was also a sort of preview 
for the next day’s main activity—the 
tattoo competitions. 

The all-afternoon contest show¬ 
cases every style of dermagraphic art 
imaginable. And each competitor is 
presented with panache—personally 
escorted on and off the stage by NTA 
members. It’s a media friendly atmos¬ 
phere where the press can record 
stories for local newspapers, and 
radio and television stations. It’s also 
a great place to select subjects to 
appear in Tattoo. The contest serves 
as a springboard from which new 
artists can launch their hitherto 
unseen living works of art. For 
instance, it was the first place our edi¬ 
tors saw the work of Stephane 
Chaudesaigues, Aaron Cain, Dawei 
Zhang, St. Marque, Marcus Pacheco, 
Miss Pic, and—just last year—Manu 
whose work is featured in this issue. 

Saturday and Sunday, artists were 
in their booths on the convention floor 
to satisfy the skin art cravings of 
even the most particular collectors, 
and a select few conducted seminars 
on a variety of tattoo-related sub¬ 
jects. Machines were humming as 
Trevor McStay, Greg James, Bugs, 
Erik Desmond, Patty Kelley, and 
Henning Jorgensen, among others 
put ink to skin. Pat Sinatra’s Magickal 
Marks seminar was number three in 
her ongoing series, and other note¬ 
worthy lecturers included Suzanne 
Fauser (The Power of Placement), 
Trevor Marshall (Polynesian Body 
Design), and Brian Everett (S.O.S.— 
Same Old Shit). 

The National Tattoo Association 
Convention. It’s where tattooing’s 
elite meet. Next year it will be in Philly. 
Be there or miss out. —Gary Michaels 



5 









LOSANGELES 



6 




















7 































LOSANGELES 



8 





















9 




























10 











































II 































TATTOOED FEMALE 

Louise Follackby Graeme Johnson 
Naomi Uman by Jojo Ackerman 
Karen Wallace by Byron Wallace 


TATTOOED MALE 

Ron Isherwood by Gregjames 
Joe Principe by Rich Ives 
David Wells byjeff Harp 


NOSTALGIC TATTOO 


Don Eaker by Colonel Todd 
Sailor Bill Johnson by Ma Parker 
Duffy Moon by Maurice 
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MALE LARGE TATTOO 

Carrie Odell by Mike Pike 
Lisa Rebel by Mike McDowell 
Melissa Villalta by Walt Dailey, Jr. 


MALE LARGE TATTOO 

Rodolphe Bardon by Manu 
Dave Pamis by Trevor McStay 
J.T. Smith by Dawei Zhang 


REALISTIC TATTOC 

Patrick Allen by Tom Renshaw 
Butch Fairbanks by Brian Everett 
Fred Ferrer by Manu 



13 
















































■■■■ 


Patrick Allen by Tom Renshaw 
Dan Caron by Mike Austin 
Kris Sperry by Cap Szumski 


UNIQUE-TATTOO 

Hubert Grill by Pogo 
Mark Pantalone by Keith Titus 
Cherie Somerville by Leslie 


TOOED SENIOR 


Jack Armstrong by Patti Jo 
Sugar Bear by Greg Skibo, Peter Tat-2 
Don Eaker by unknown Hawaiian artist 
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B&W DESIGN SHEET 

COVERUP TATTOO 

GOLDEN AGE AWARD 

Rich Ives • Brett Schwindt • Dawei Zhang 

Rich Ives 

Norm Farmer 

COLOR DESIGN SHEET 

Ethan Morgan 

ELIZABETH WEINZIRL AWARD 

Rich Ives • Manu 'Judy Parker 

Dawei Zhang 

Aunt Brinda Yates 
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WEI ZHANG 
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I first saw the hypnotic art of Dawei 
Zhang at National’s convention in 
Nashville. I was in my usual favorite 
place to be on Friday afternoon—at the 
tattoo competition. Later that night, at 
the awards ceremony, I was chatting 
with Darren Rosa, when Bill Ehlert sat 



down right in front of us. We were 
enthralled by his backpiece, which was 
blackwork done in photo-realistic style. 
Later, Bill had to move on—on stage, 
that is—to collect an award. Since then 
it’s been one incredible back after 
another from Dawei. — FN 










i8 























i9 


























A few years back, Flo and Co. 
decided that a fitting finish to the 
Nats would be to subject one of 
its own to a friendly “roast.” It 
seemed like a good idea at the 
time, anyway. Past recipients of 
this prestigious fun-poking have 
been Lyle Tuttle and Terry 
Wrigley who seem to have sur¬ 
vived the unrelenting, merciless 
barbs of their “friends” without 
undue duress. 

This year’s honoree was “I’ll 
be there in a minute” Jack Rudy, 
who, in a masterful stroke of 
strategy actually showed up for 
the festivities on time. And once 
there, he was lovingly humiliated 
then duly proclaimed one of tat- 
tooing’s finest by an equally fine 
list of tattooers that included 
Brian Everett, Mike Brown, 
Charlie Cartwright, and Bob 
Roberts. Jack took it all in stride 
and responded with a few well- 
chosen words of his own. So, 
Flo’s idea has worked out pretty 
well. The only question remaining 
is, when she will be the “Guest of 
Honor.” What about it, Flo? 

—GM 
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Saps At Sea. It’s an all-time favorite Laurel & Hardy short film. Those 
two lovable failures had themselves quite an ocean cruise in that one, 
with a meaner-than-mud bad guy on board. And they became master 
chefs too by creating an unforgettable spaghetti dinner from rope for 


their captor. Of course they were forced to eat it themselves. 

We’re sure the tattooed guests of the Carnival Cruise Line enjoyed 
better fare than that as they embarked from Los Angeles on a three-day 
cruise to Ensenada and back the day after the NTA convention shut 
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down for this year. Buffet tables were loaded almost beyond belief with 
luscious delights ranging from hors oeuvres to main dishes to dessert. 

Intrepid cruisers weren’t always “at sea” however, because the ship 
docked at Catalina Island Tuesday morning and then at Ensenada 


on Wednesday where they could stretch their sea legs out, search for 
bargains in the two tourist traps, and generally be merry all day, return¬ 
ing in the early evening to sail the Pacific. What a way to wind down 
after a convention. — GM 
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Tubes 


Ash For It! 



